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Friday 15th June 2018 
From Mrs May 

What a fantastic science week we have had. There has 

been a real buzz all week with children being excited by all 

sorts of experiences based around the theme of “Flight”. 

On Monday, we welcomed Nitro Nick from Mad Science 

into school. He showed us some really fun experiments in 

assembly to set the tone for the rest of the week, and 

then he ran two workshops; one for KS1 and one for KS2. 

Each group learnt about rockets and launched one in the 

playground. The younger group also did some air pressure 

experiments and the older group learnt about jet 

propulsion.  

 

 

 

In the afternoon, all children from FS to UKS2 

went over to the field and flew their own 

home-made kites. It was so much fun, the 

sun was shining and everyone was in a great 

mood. It created memories that will last a 

long time. 
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On Tuesday, Jason and Wendy from Falconry UK visited us and brought a selection of owls and 

falcons with them. The birds were adorable and everyone was mesmorised by how cute they were. 

Every child had the opportunity to hold either an owl or a falcon and we learnt many facts about 

how they fly and how they get their food. 

 

Wednesday was another highlight, when the whole of main school visited the RAF Museum. The 

younger children had “Fantastic Flight” workshops, whist the older children learnt about parachutes 

and experimented with different shapes and sizes. Everyone loved seeing the huge variety of planes 

and helicopters on show at the museum and I am delighted to report that behaviour from every 

single child was exemplary. 
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On Thursday morning, the children spent time in their own classes 

experimenting with paper aeroplanes, building bi-planes and boomerangs 

and looking at helicopters. In the afternoon, children in preschool to KS1 

took part in a carousel of activities, organised by the teachers, to further 

explore how things fly. It was a huge 

amount of fun. 

 

This afternoon, we are having a feedback assembly. I am looking forward to seeing what each class 

presents, and know that it will be an entertaining and informative session. 

Science week has been a great deal of hard work and planning by the staff but has been so 

worthwhile. The children have enjoyed learning about flight and have had some fabulous 

experiences. Thank you for the lovely comments I have been hearing about how excited the children 

are about science and this week in particular. 

 

On Wednesday, KS2 finished off the inter-house rounders competition from 

last week. It was very tense but in the end there was a clear winning house. 

Congratulations to Blyton! 

It was good to see many parents last night coming into school to meet their 

child’s next teacher. We work really hard to make transitions as smooth as 

possible and it’s best when parents and staff work together to that end. I 

hope that you are excited about the next step of your child’s educational 

journey. Please ask the appropriate teacher if you have any questions or 

concerns. 

FoL Message 

Please stop by reception in the next two weeks to see the fete rota which is now out.  If you are able 

to spare some time on the day, please make sure you mark your name down in the spot you can fill, 

to support the staff who are giving up their time to make this fun day possible.  Donations of bottles, 

books, raffle, sweets, cakes, etc will be taken right up until the last day, but obviously the sooner we 

know what we have, the better we can plan - so please drop them into reception as soon as you can. 

The children all seem excited for the big event tonight!!  Thank you to the parents who were able to 

donate to the disco raffle, and thanks in advance to all of the volunteers that are helping out.   
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Nursery News 

Here are some photos of the Apple children 

exploring fruit, vegetables and planting. The children 

brought in some fruit, we cut them up, leaving some 

fruit in half so that the children could see what the 

outside and inside looks like, as well as smaller 

chunks for the children to taste. Some of the 

children were anxious about tasting the fruit and 

needed some encouragement; others got stuck in 

and cleared their whole bowl! In was a very tasty 

experience. 

We have also got 

involved in science week. We have been out 

in the garden digging and planting seeds. Today 

(13.06.18) we have planted some beans in old 

plastic bottles. We placed some blue tissue inside 

the plastic bottle, wet the tissue, and slotted 

beans down the side, so that when they 

germinate, we will be able to watch as the plants 

start to grow. To simulate being underground, 

we have placed the plastic bottles in the cupboard 

and will check every morning to see if there are any changes. 

Little Willow have also been joining in with science week and have enjoyed watching bubbles flying 

away. 
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Win £5000 For Our School Library 

The National Book Token annual schools’ competition is back. One lucky entrant is being given the 
chance to win £5,000 of National Book Tokens for their school - enough to buy hundreds of new 
books for the library. And just in case that warm, fuzzy feeling isn't enough, the winner also 
gets £100 of National Book Tokens to spend on them self! The competition ends on 31st July 2018. 
Please follow the link below and vote for Longwood. It’s very simple and only takes a minute. Thank 
you very much and fingers crossed! 
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools#.WyIO4KdKhPY 

 

Guidance for Parents 

This is an interesting article about children’s behaviour and what you, as a parent, can do to help 

improve certain situations. It may not answer all our prayers, but there is some sensible advice in it. 

https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/51329/why-children-arent-behaving-and-what-you-can-do-about-

it 

Safeguarding 

Keeping children safe is our top priority at school and of course it is every parent’s top priority too. 

Recent updates to legislation are placing greater emphasis on online safety. No-one can be on top of 

all risks, as the internet is expanding every day and new apps are constantly being developed. 

However, we all need to be aware and do all that we can to be as up to date as possible. The 

following website has an excellent section for parents, full of information to help you keep your child 

safe online. Please do not make the mistake of thinking that your child is too young for you to be 

concerned. 

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers  

Congratulations 

Well done to Amaya (UKS2) for completing an excellent piece of homework on the theme of “Flight”. 

Amaya researched how hot air balloons work, what they are made of and some extra fun facts. She 

illustrated her work beautifully too; her Headteacher’s Award sticker is very well deserved. 

Mack and Leonora (KS1) really impressed me with their homework this week. Their task was to 

research a bird and they both found out loads of information about Red Kites (Mack) and Robins 

(Leonora). Their writing was interesting and full of facts and they both illustrated their writing with 

pictures from the internet. Well done to them both! 

Sara (UKS2) decided to create a PowerPoint presentation about the history of flight, without being 

asked to do so, but just for her own interest. I think this is the pinnacle of what education is all 

about! I read it through and decided to use it as the introduction for our feedback assembly this 

afternoon. Sara, we are all very proud of you.  

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools#.WyIO4KdKhPY
https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/51329/why-children-arent-behaving-and-what-you-can-do-about-it
https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/51329/why-children-arent-behaving-and-what-you-can-do-about-it
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 15th June School hall  Mini Disco 5.30-6.30 for FT/FW/FS  

Friday 15th June School hall Main Disco 7-9pm for KS1 & KS2 

Tuesday 19th June – 
Friday 22nd June 

4 days UKS2 trip to France Letters and forms have been 
emailed. 

Tuesday 26th June Morning – 9.15-
10.15 

KS2 Swimming Gala KS2 parents invited to watch 

Thursday 28th June Sports at 11am. 
Picnic at 12pm 

Preschool sports day All parents and friends 
welcome to watch games 
and share a picnic lunch 

Thursday 28th June Picnic at 12pm. 
Sports at 12.45. 
Prize giving at 
3.30ish 

Main school sports 
day 

All parents and friends 
welcome to share a picnic 
lunch and watch games and 
races. Prize giving at 3.30pm 

There will be ice-creams and lollies for sale on the playground after sports day. This will be strictly 
cash only so please make sure you have some. If you are not attending, but would like your child 
to have an ice-cream, please make sure your child has some cash. 

Friday 29th June 9.00, school hall FS class assembly Parents welcome. 

Friday 29th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm.  

FT & FW trip to 
Woodside Park 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £18 

If your child does not attend on Fridays, they may still take part in this trip. Please contact your 
class teacher. 

Saturday 30th June 12-3pm in the 
school grounds 

Longwood Fete Open to all nursery and 
school family and friends 

Tuesday 3rd July 9.05, school hall FT class assembly Parents welcome 

Thursday 5th July 9.05, school hall FW class assembly Parents welcome 

Thursday 5th July 6pm at school Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All KS2 children to attend. 
Parents and friends all 
welcome. 

Thursday 6th Sept 7pm, classrooms Letters and Sounds 
Evening 

FT, FW, FS and Year 1 
parents to attend please. 

Thursday 6th Sept 7pm, classroom Number/reading 
workshop 

LKS2 parents to attend to 
learn how you can support 
your child with homework. 

Wednesday 12th Sept 7.30pm at school FoL Meeting Everyone welcome 

Sunday 16th Sept Cassiobury Park, 
12pm onwards 

FoL family picnic Bring your own picnic. Come 
and have fun. 

Thursday 4th Oct 7pm Open Evening This is for prospective 
parents. Please spread the 
word. 

Friday 12th Oct 7.30pm, school 
hall 

FoL Quiz Night More details soon, but 
please hold the date. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 19th Oct 9.30am, St James’ 
Church, Bushey 

Harvest Festival Parents and friends from FS 
to UKS2 warmly invited to 
our festival and to tea and 
coffee afterwards! 

Wednesday 7th Nov 7.30pm at school FoL Meeting Everyone welcome 

 


